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Frequently Asked Questions
Concerning the Proposal to Purchase Camp Myeerah
What is the Board’s plan for camp properties?   The Board has a comprehensive plan for camp properties, based on its Girl Scout camp guiding principles and property criteria for decision-making. At its June 2011 meeting, the Board accepted the report and recommendations of the 2011 Property Task Group, which established three tiers for camp property; this matrix is to be used to guide decisions for short and long-range property plans, including property development and disposition. The three tiers are based on the usage by Girl Scouts, camp features, quality of the facility and maintenance, encroachment, or other risks associated with the camp. During the June 2011 meeting, the Board accepted a recommendation that Tier 3 camps “will be sold or investigated for other options for ownership, management, or use of the camp.” Camp Myeerah, along with Camp Ladigrau and Camp Greene, were identified as Tier 3. For the complete report, click here. 
What are the council’s guiding principles for camp?   Property planning decisions are made under these guiding principles: support high quality program experiences; ensure the protection and safety of Girl Scouts; promote environmental stewardship; maintain fiscal efficiency, maximizing program benefit for every council investment; protect property’s future value and minimize future liability; and maximize access for members, ensuring that members are given priority for camp. 

Why is Camp Myeerah categorized as a Tier 3 camp?   Camp Myeerah is classified as a Tier 3 property because it has low Girl Scout usage, a remote location, and a high cost per camper day to operate. Myeerah has the lowest usage by Girl Scouts of our council camps, representing 2 percent of total Girl Scouts of Western Ohio camp usage by Girl Scouts. In 2011, the camp was filled to 4.5 percent of capacity, with only about 550 Girl Scouts using the camp. Such usage, along with limited program features, results in Myeerah being our most costly camp per girl to operate in 2011.
Why is the Board considering selling Camp Myeerah?  The council Board recently received an unsolicited offer to purchase Camp Myeerah and is currently considering the proposal, just as it would for any of our Tier 3 camp properties (those camps categorized in the 2011 Property Task Group report as able to be sold or investigated for other options for ownership, management or use of the camp). Note that the Board has not made a decision whether or not to sell Camp Myeerah, but is merely taking the offer into consideration.

Where is Camp Myeerah located and what types of program features are there?  The camp is located approximately 8 miles north east of Bellefontaine and has a mix of open grassy fields and forest like areas. There are a variety of camping options along with a large lake and a wetlands observation area. 
How will this impact our ability to deliver the type of Girl Scout program we have promised our girls?   The Board is currently reviewing usage of Camp Myeerah by Girl Scouts as part of its decision-making process. Because of the low usage by Girl Scouts, Myeerah is the highest cost per camper day; that is, based on the per girl usage, we know that only about 550 Girl Scouts used the camp in 2011 which represents only 5 percent of the camp’s total available capacity. 
What criteria are we using to determine which camps to keep open and which camps to close?   The Board is utilizing the 2011 Property Plan as the basis for its decision. This plan ensures all property decisions are founded on our commitment to provide quality outdoor education and unmatched camping experiences to Girl Scouts. We want as many girls as possible to have the opportunity to build friendship and learn leadership skills in the great outdoors. In addition, the Board has a fiduciary responsibility to review any offers, comparing the pros and cons of such proposals. In the 2011 Property Task Group report, Camp Myeerah was classified as a Tier 3 property, one of three camps the council would consider selling or investigated for other options for ownership, management or use of the camp. Click here for more information. 

How will this impact our long-term financial strength? How will the proceeds from the sale be used?   Any profits from the sale of our camps would be used to support the Girl Scout Leadership Experience councilwide. Funds received from the sale could be reinvested into other camps, to support the Girl Scout program throughout the Council and to ensure long-term property development and continued usage.
How many girls and troops use Camp Myeerah?   In 2011, 318 girls attended troop or service unit camp activities at Camp Myeerah and 234 girls attended program events. For several charts illustrating the usage of Camp Myeerah, click here. 
What repercussion would selling Camp Myeerah have for girls who like to camp? Aren’t other camps already full, meaning some troops might be turned away?   The council remains committed to providing quality outdoor program experiences to all Girl Scouts who so desire. All of the council’s camping facilities have unused capacity, meaning that there are available camper days. Camp Libbey and Camp Rolling Hills, two of the camps closest in proximity to Camp Myeerah, have room for more campers. Click here for more details. 
Who will buy the camp?   At this time the proposed purchaser has not been announced and such information is pending the Board’s decision regarding the proposal.
Can you guarantee the property will remain a camp?   No. While the proposed offer does not guarantee how the facility would be used in the future, the potential buyer has noted interest in keeping the facility “as is” as a natural area. In addition, there are some limitations on usage and potential development due to the existence of a conservation easement affecting a large portion of the facility.  
How far away is the next closest Girl Scout camp?   There are several camps nearby, including the Woodhaven Program Center, Camp Libbey and Camp Rolling Hills. The Woodhaven Program Center is located in Lima, on the northern portion of the Lima Girl Scout Center grounds. Camp Libbey is located just outside Defiance and features almost 350 acres of fields, forest and ravines.  Camp Rolling Hills is located near the Stillwater River in Miami County and has nearly 74 acres of land complete with hills, large open grassy areas, mini-marsh area, and extensive woods. Little House, located in nearby Greenville, is perfect for first time campers, troop meetings and small groups. For more information on these and our other camps, please visit http://www.girlscoutsofwesternohio.org/who-we-are/Pages/Council-Properties.aspx.
Who has the responsibility of making the decision about selling a camp property?   It is the responsibility of the Board of Directors to make all property sale decisions.

How can I share my input about the possibility of selling Camp Myeerah?   We welcome all comments and questions about this decision. Please email council@girlscoutsofwesternohio.org or contact Susan Osborn, Chief Strategy Officer, at (513) 489-1025. All comments will be shared with the Board of Directors prior to the decision. In addition, we invite all interested volunteers and camp users to attend a member town hall meeting at Camp Woodhaven on August 2 from 6:30-7:30 p.m. To ensure we have adequate number of materials for the meeting, please respond to council@girlscoutsofwesternohio.org.
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